
Veterans' Summit Presenters 

• A Beacon Of Love, Inc., Debbie Pennock 
• Adjutant General for the State of New York, Major General Anthony (Tony) German 
• Albany County Department of Social Services, Eric Ehrmann 
• Albany County Executive, Dan McCoy 
• Albany High School’s Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC), Maj. David Erickson 
• Albany Housing Coalition Inc., Joseph Sluszka 
• American Legion Department of New York, Thomas Rielly 
• American Red Cross of Northeastern New York, Dianna Rios 
• Albany Stratton VA Medical Center, Maureen Corbett, Penny Deasy, Linda Weiss 
• Brain Injury Association of New York State, Judith Avner 
• Capital District Patriot Flight Inc., Frank DeSorbo 
• Capital Region Toys For Tots, Albert Roman Jr. 
• CDS Monarch, Robert Mixon 
• Clear Path for Veterans, Earl Fontenot and Melissa Spicer 
• Col. C. David Merkel Veterans Residence at St. Joseph’s Addiction Treatment & Recovery 

Centers, Zachary Randolph 
• Columbia County Veteran Service Office, Gary Flaherty 
• Columbia-Greene Community College, Kevin Kropp 
• Congressman Chris Gibson's District Office and NYSID, Jim Haggerty 
• Drexel Hamilton/Wallstreet War Fighters, Ben Downing, Eric Eberth and Craig Simmons 
• Dutchess Community College, Stewart Dawes 
• Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve, Emil Baker 
• Excelsior College, Judy Reed 
• Fedcap Rehabilitation Services, Tim Hendrickson and Laura Siegel 
• Four Block, Matthew Coon and Mike Abrams 
• Grosso Strategic Marketing, Andy Grosso 
• Guilderland Chamber of Commerce, Michelle Viola Straight 
• H&V Collision Centers, Daphne Braun and Brittany Horton 
• Helmets to Hardhats, Col. Kevin Hicks (Retired) 
• Heroes at Home: PFC Joseph Dwyer Peer Support Program for Veterans and Military Families, 

Amy Molloy and Chris Vejvoda 
• Hudson Valley Community College, Dan Beaudry and Carrie Farley 
• Institute for Veterans and Military Families (IVMF) Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for Veterans 

(EBV) at Syracuse University, Meghan Conroy Florkowski, James Schmeling, Gary Shaheen and 
Ray Toenniessen 

• Jericho Project, Doreen Straka and Fredy Tello 
• Jezreel International, Barry Feinman 
• Living Resources, Michael Cognetti and Harold Horace  
• Michael R. McNulty Center for Veteran Entrepreneurial Activity at the Watervliet Arsenal, 

Congressman Michael McNulty (D-Green Island) 
• Mountains To Miracles' Veterans Foundation, Paul DuBois 



• National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, Peter Bedrossian 
• New York Run for the Fallen, Col. Kevin Hicks 
• New York National Guard, Col. Eric Olsen 
• NYS Assembly Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Assemblymember Michael Benedetto (D-82) 
• NYS Assembly Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Assemblymember Michael DenDekker (D-34) 
• NYS Assembly Committee on Veterans' Affairs, Assemblymember Angelo Santabarbara (D-111) 
• NYS Assembly Standing Committees of Economic Development, Job Creation, Commerce and 

Industry; and Labor, Assemblymember Felix Ortiz, (D-51) 
• NYS Department of Health, Health Facilities Management Group, David Hernandez 
• NYS Division of Veterans' Affairs, Col. Eric Hesse (Retired) and Todd Rosenfield 
• NYS Division of Service Disabled Veterans’ Business Development, NYS Office of General 

Services, Kenneth Williams 
• NYS Education Department’s Adult Career and Continuing Education Services-Vocational 

Rehabilitation (ACCES-VR), Don McManus 
• NYS Office of General Services, Anne Phillips 
• NYS Senate Committee on Veterans, Homeland Security and Military Affairs, Senator George 

Amedore (R,C,IP-46), Vinnie Nicosia 
• NYS Senator Thomas Croci, Patrick Boyle 
• NYS Senator Kathleen Marchione (R/C-43), Dan Casale 
• NYS Senator Kathleen Marchione, (R/C-43), Deb Simonsmeier, 
• NYS Senate Veterans, Homeland Security and Military Affairs Committee, NYS Senator Cecilia 

Tkaczyk (D-46) 
• NYS Division of Veterans’ Affairs, Bill Kraus 
• NYSID, Corey Heritage 
• NYSID, Paul Quirini 
• NISH Workforce Development/Institute for Economic Empowerment, Denise Perka, 
• Research and Recognition Project, Richard Gray, Ph.D. 
• Rochester Community Inclusive Rowing (RCiR), Tim Giarrusso and Rich Sirianni 
• Rockland Community College, Jonathan Barnwell 
• Rockland Community College, Green to Gold for Veterans Personal Finance and Career 

Development course, U.S. Army Capt. Patrick Curran, MBA 
• Saratoga Rural Preservation Company, Don Little 
• Saratoga WarHorse, Bob Nevins 
• Shawn Miller Photography/documentary filmmaker, Shawn Miller 
• Soldier On, Jack Downing 
• Soldier's Heart, John Ostwald 
• Strategic Resources Inc. (SRI), Cynthia Cuppernell, Army Wounded Warrior Advocate (AW2) 

Program 
• STRIDE Adaptive Sports, Jenifer Whiston, Mary Ellen Whitney, Kristen Kelley 
• Summit Security Services Inc., Nick Auletta 
• SUNY, Diana Pasterchick 
• SUNY Adirondack, Jason Collins 
• SUNY Canton, Patrick Massaro 



• SUNY Empire State College, Office of Veteran and Military Education (OVME), Jason Collins  
• SUNY Oswego, Ben Parker 
• SUNY Ulster, Carl Clark, Maurice Cromartie, Teresa Howard, Wendy McCorry and Manuel Torres 
• Team Rubicon USA, Marc Denofio 
• The Altamont Program, Jackie Gentile and Rembert Lane 
• The College of Saint Rose, Martin Dinan and Shawn Sutton 
• Tully Rinckey PLLC, Mario Cometti 
• U.S. Department of Labor Division of Veterans' Employment and Training Service, Col. Eric Hesse 
• U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs at the Albany Stratton VA Medical Center, Brian Klim 
• U.S. House of Representatives, Congressman Chris Gibson (R-Kinderhook) 
• U.S. House of Representatives, Ann Mueller, on behalf of Congressman John Faso (R-

Kinderhook) 
• Unified Military Affairs Council (UMAC), Ray Gagnon 
• University at Albany School of Public Health, Brenda Kirkwood 
• USS Slater, Chief Petty Officer Art Dott 
• Veteran Business Outreach Center (VBOC) NY/NJ, Arsenal Business & Technology Partnership, 

Amy Amoroso 
• VETCON, Mario Cometti 
• Veterans & Community Housing Coalition (VCHV), Cheryl Hage-Perez  
• Warriors4Wireless, Sergeant Major Michael Mack (Retired) 
• W.E.T.s for Vets (Water Exercise Techniques for Veterans), Dr. Jane Katz 


